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（貿易）ゴヤル商工相、貿易促進策について貿易業者代表と会談へ

Commerce Minister to meet exporters on September 11 to discuss measures to push shipments

(From The Hindu Business Line website) 
To push languishing exports on a higher growth track, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal has called a meeting of stakeholders, including export bodies, to give suggestions on trade policy instruments that could stimulate development.

“There is an urgency in the Commerce Ministry on the need to take decisions that would boost export growth. The meeting called by the Minister on September 11 will focus on measures that could be taken to aid exports and spur development,” a government official told BusinessLine.

The urgency stems from the fact that the Indian economy has slowed down to a six-year low. Exports, too, have declined in the first four months of the fiscal with July figures showing a meagre growth of 2.25 per cent. “The government recognises the fact that a good performance in exports is important for the GDP to show robust growth. A lot more needs to be done to encourage exports,” the official said.

SEEKING INPUTS

The Commerce Minister wants to get inputs from the exporting community on the measures and trade instruments that could lead to a possible increase in outbound shipments from their particular sectors.

For instance, yarn and fabric exporters, who have witnessed a sharp fall in exports over the last few months, have been demanding extension of the new Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies (RoSCTL) beyond garments and made-ups for the entire textile chain.

Exporters say that with competition from producers in Bangladesh and Vietnam increasing, they will not be able to sustain their presence in the global market if the government doesn’t refund all input taxes.

Exporters of engineering goods, too, have sought government support. The sector, which has traditionally been on the top of the country’s export charts, has witnessed a fall in exports in the first quarter of the fiscal mostly due to shrinking global demand.

Engineering exporters’ body EEPC has asked the Centre to take immediate measures like faster refund of State and Central taxes and also make steel available at international prices.

“Once the Minister meets stakeholders face-to-face many more suggestions would come up and can be discussed,” the official said.

With India’s per capita Gross National Income crossing the threshold limit of $1000, the country may not be able to continue its export subsidy schemes such as the popular Merchandise Export from India Scheme (MEIS) for long.

VIABLE SCHEMES NEEDED

The Centre, therefore, also needs to finalise viable incentive schemes for exporters that are not linked to exports.

India’s exports in April-July 2019-20 contracted 0.37 per cent to $107.41 billion.

（金融）インド、金保有量で世界9位

India among top 10 nations in gold reserves

(From The Hindu website)

India has pipped the Netherlands to move into the list of top ten countries in terms of total gold reserves.

According to the World Gold Council, India has gold reserves totalling 618.2 tonnes, which is marginally higher than the Netherlands’ reserves of 612.5 tonnes.

Interestingly, in terms of individual countries, India actually ranks ninth since the International Monetary Fund (IMF) occupies the third position after the U.S. and Germany.

According to the latest release by the World Gold Council, U.S. leads the country list with total gold reserves of 8,133.5 tonnes followed by Germany with 3,366.8 tonnes.

While the IMF is ranked third with a holding of 2,451.8 tonnes, it is followed by countries such as Italy (2,451.8 tonnes), France (2,436.1 tonnes), Russia (2,219.2 tonnes), China (1,936.5 tonnes), Switzerland (1,040 tonnes) and Japan (765.2 tonnes) before India at the 10th spot.

India’s entry into the list of top ten countries comes at a time when the quantum of monthly purchases is the lowest in over three years.

“Net purchases [of a tonne or more] in July amounted to a relatively modest 13.1 tonnes. This is 90% less than June and the lowest level of monthly net purchases since August 2017,” said Alistair Hewitt, director — Market Intelligence, World Gold Council.

Incidentally, the holding data for most countries is as of July 2019 as the compilation is typically reported with a lag of two months.

Previously, when the WGC reported the country-wise reserves in March, India’s gold holding was pegged at 607 tonnes.

India’s gold reserves have grown substantially in the past couple of decades from 357.8 tonnes in the first quarter of 2000 to the current 618.2 tonnes.

India’s neighbour Pakistan has seen its standing unchanged at the 45th position with total gold reserves of 64.6 tonnes.

（不動産）ローダ・グループ、400人の人員削減

Economic slowdown fallout: Realty major Lodha group lays off 400 employees

(From Business Standard website)

Amidst rising debt which has crossed Rs 25,600 crore, and falling sales, Macrotech Developers, formerly Lodha Group, has given pink slips to around 400 employees.

However, a spokesperson for the largest realty player in India attributed the lay-offs to performance reviews.

The retrenchments at the company promoted by Mumbai BJP chief Mangal Prabhat Lodha come at a time when the economic growth has dipped to a six-year low of 5 per cent, which has led many to fear if the spectre of job losses across sectors awaits next.

The Lodha group company was downgraded with a negative outlook by two global ratings agencies last month, Moody's Investors and Service and Fitch Ratings on concerns on liquidity and falling sales.

According to a recent ratings issued by India Ratings, a division of Fitch, the gross debt of Macrotech rose 13 percent to Rs 25,640 crore in FY19.

"The company, across its projects, gives direct and indirect employment to nearly 50,000. These lay-offs are a part of our annual performance appraisals," a spokesperson told PTI.

The impacted jobs include mid-to-junior level employees of the company and also contractual resources, sources said.

These mid-to-junior level employees and contract workers, including engineers, architects and salespeople, were working at various projects, said the source.

The president of Association of Property Professionals, a forum of brokers, Ashwin Jain said lay-offs have become common in the realty space

He added there was an expectation that after the elections, things would get back to normalcy, but it hasn't happened yet.

Lodha currently has nearly 42 under-construction residential projects, including The World Towers and Lodha Park, comprising several high rises in central Mumbai, as well as affordable housing project like the Palava City.

Its sales grossed around Rs 3,000 crore in the first five months of the fiscal and expects to close the year with booking of around Rs 7,900 crore.

"We are not much worried about debt, as there is process underway to reduce it," Abhishek Lodha told PTI in a recent interview.

According to rating agency Icra, central Mumbai alone has unsold inventory worth Rs 45,000 crore as of end June. In volume terms, the micro-market accounts for 32 percent of the total unsold units in the megapolis.

Due to the prevalent market conditions, its second attempt to hit the capital market with Rs 4,500-crore IPO was deferred once again.
（鉱業）石炭公社、8月までの石炭生産量、2.8%減

Coal India production drops 2.8%

(From The Hindu website)

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) ended the first five months of this fiscal with a 2.8% production decline, mining 210.2 million tonnes against 216.2 million tonnes in the year-earlier period. In August its output dropped by 10.3%.

Two of its high-yielding subsidiaries, South Eastern Coalfields Ltd. (SECL) and Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd. (MCL), ended the period with a lower production compared with the year-earlier period.

Coal offtake between April and August 2019 dropped by 2.5 million tonnes. In August, four out of CIL’s seven coal-producing subsidiaries lost production, showing negative growth rates over those clocked a year ago. This was due to various factors.

LAW AND ORDER ISSUES

CIL sources said that law and order problems at some of the subsidiaries and heavy rains in western India had led to this production loss. There were also two mine accidents that led to production loss

Edelweiss Securities said in an update that CIL’s August 2019 production and offtake volume decline was the worst in the past three years. It said that the delay in finalisation of subcontracts and mining fatalities at MCL and SECL impacted production. Higher-than expected rainfall, too, hit mining. On the offtake front, it said that lower rake availability led to loading of 178 rakes daily in August 2019 against 250 rakes of daily loading in July.

However, the brokerage firm was optimistic that CIL will get over its current production woes by resolving the issues at hand and register a growth rate of around 4.5%. It felt that achieving the year’s target of 660 million tonnes, requiring a 15% growth rate may be a daunting task for the behemoth.

（港湾）チェンナイ港、キア・モーターズの輸出港に

Chennai Port to handle Kia Motors’ exports

(From The Hindu website)
Chennai Port Trust (ChPT) has scored over three ports in the south to bag a contract from Kia Motors to handle the exports of the South Korean carmaker.

“It is a tremendous win for us as we had to compete with well-known ports in the south,” said P. Raveendran, chairman, ChPT.

“This win has given us the confidence to develop car exports from ChPT in a big way,” he said.

Ever since Kia Motors announced its readiness to roll out cars from its Anantapur plant in Andhra Pradesh, Kamarajar Port, L&T Kattupalli Port and Krishnapatnam Port began pitching for the logistics contract.

“We thought that Krishnapatnam and Kamarajar ports had the edge over us due to their proximity to the plant and the latter being the leader in car exports. L&T Kattupalli, being a private port, also enjoyed several advantages. However, we were able to win over them,” said a ChPT official.

“Right now, we have a 10-year contract with Hyundai Motor Company. This is also a long-term contract. Apart from Kia Motors, we will also enter into an agreement with Glovis India, the logistics partner of Kia Motors. They will be responsible for bringing the cars from the factory to the Chennai Port,” Mr. Raveendran said.

“Kia Motors is expected to start exporting cars in the next few weeks,” he added. “We are not going to stop with this. We are developing a big parking area as some more automobile firms have evinced keen interest to use our facility for export of cars,” he added.

PASSENGER CRUISE

Meanwhile, ChPTennai Port Trust is also toying with the idea of operating a passenger cruise from Chennai to Puducherry during weekends.

“It would be a two-day programme involving a visit to Mamallapuram lighthouse, Puducherry beach and other important tourist places in the union territory before heading back to Chennai. We have invited prospective tour operators and they are yet to give their proposals,” he said.

（自動車）マルチ・スズキのハリヤナ工場、2日間の操業停止

Maruti to halt production at 2 Haryana plants on Sept. 7, 9

(From The Hindu website)

Amid a severe slowdown in demand in the auto sector, the country’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India on Wednesday announced suspension of production at two of its plants in Haryana for two days. The company said it had decided to shut down the passenger vehicle manufacturing operations of the Gurugram Plant and the Manesar Plant in Haryana on September 7 and 9, 2019.

Maruti Suzuki added that both days would be observed as ‘no production’ days. With vehicle sales declining every month, the carmaker has been cutting down production since February this year. In fact, in 2019, January was the only month that saw a growth (of 15.6%) in production year-on-year. In February, it cut production by 8.3%, in March by almost 21%, in April by nearly 9.6%, in May by 18%, in June by 16%, in July by 25.5% and in August by almost 34%.

In August, the company saw domestic sales of passenger vehicles nosedive 36% to 93,173 units as against nearly 1.46 lakh units in the year-ago period.

The company’s scrip ended 3.64% down at Rs.5,829.75 per share on the BSE.

（自動車）自動車産業不振、農村経済に影響も

Car crash hits economy, pain spreads to rural India

(From The Hindu Business Line website) 

The narrow lanes in Aliyar and Kasan villages in Manesar, an automotive manufacturing hub on New Delhi's southern outskirts, would usually be packed on Sundays with migrant workers employed at the nearby plants enjoying their day off, but not anymore.

These are hard times for an area dependent on the fortunes of companies like Maruti Suzuki, the carmaker with the largest market share in India, and motorbike maker Honda Motor Co's local unit. The auto and component makers in and around Manesar, have shed thousands of jobs.

Nationwide, according to industry estimates, automakers, component manufacturers and dealers have laid off about 350,000 workers since the start of the year, in response to plunging car sales. Figures for August, like July, are expected to show a drop of more than 30 per cent, making a 10th straight month of decline.

As the crisis in the sector bites harder small businesses in the towns and villages around Manesar, home to one of the three plants where Maruti Suzuki cars are made, have seen a fall-off in trade.

READ ALSO: AUGUST ANGUISH: AUTO SALES SKID FURTHER

“There are already fewer workers in the village and those who still have jobs are either not getting paid for working overtime or are not spending as much out of fear they may lose work and need the money,” said grocer Rahul Jain, his shelves stacked with toothpaste and soaps from fast-moving consumer goods companies like Hindustan Unilever, Colgate-Palmolive and Dabur India.

Even sales of products like cooking oil and flour have fallen. On the lower rungs of the service sector, barbers and tea stall owners said they had fewer customers.

Shoe seller Subhay Singh, in Manesar's Aliyar village, has days when he doesn't make a single sale.

“My monthly earnings have halved,” said Singh, who a year ago made an average Rs.8,000 a day. “I don't know what's happening.”

In the United States there was an old adage: “When General Motors sneezes, the Wall Street catches a cold.”

In India, the impact goes well beyond the stock market.

India's automotive industry is the fourth largest in the world, employing more than 35 million people, directly and indirectly, and accounting for nearly half of India's manufacturing output.

The industry has three main centres; Gurugram in the North, Chennai in the South, where among others Ford Motor and Hyundai Motor have plants, and Pune in the West, where Tata Motors and Fiat are located.

All of them are hurting, and the pain is radiating outwards.

NEEDING A HAIRCUT

Before suffering the steepening slump in sales, the auto industry provided one of the few bright spots for manufacturing. Its troubles stem in part from banks' and non-banking finance houses' reluctance to extend consumer loans, as well as subdued demand, particularly in the countryside, where two-thirds of Indians live.

Laid-off workers returning to their villages are now putting more burden on a rural sector already suffering falling income from low crop prices and dampening consumer sentiment and growth across the country.

Gurmeet Singh had been earning Rs.10,000 a month until he lost his job at auto component maker Bellsonica in Manesar. Six months later, back in his hometown of Ambala in Haryana state, Singh is still looking for a job, and catastrophising about the future.

“I haven't had a hair cut in months, my shoes are torn and I've been using the same pair of clothes since I lost my job. Only I know how I am surviving,” said the 26-year-old.

“If I don't get a job, how will I build a house for my family, get married and pay off the loan my parents took to educate me?” he said.

His bleak outlook reflects an increasingly grim big picture. India's economic growth slipped to a six-year low of 5 per cent in the April-June quarter and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was re-elected to a second term in a landslide in May, is under pressure to provide a stimulus for an economy that is seriously undershooting the growth rate needed to generate enough jobs for the millions of young Indians entering the labour market every month.

RESISTING A BISCUIT

All this is cast against a backdrop of a weakening world economy, and uncertainties arising from the trade war between the United States and China.

Things are so manifestly bad that even one of the nation's most popular biscuit makers, Parle Products Private Limited, is worried about the impact of the auto industry's troubles on sales.

“If the economy is buoyant then even the rural consumer will not mind paying a little extra. But this (slowdown) has acted as a catalyst to the drop in demand,” said Mayank Shah, product category head at Parle.

Britannia Industries Ltd, which controls a third of the biscuits market in India, said it has “never seen this kind of a slowdown” where people are hesitant to buy a pack of biscuits costing just Rs.5 ($0.07).

“If the consumer is thinking twice before buying, then obviously, there is some serious issue in the economy,” Varun Berry, the company's managing director told analysts in a post-earnings call last month.

Under pressure from businesses and investors to provide more stimulus, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman proposed a series of measures last month to help the economy and financial markets but some economists said it would not be enough to revive long-term demand.

On August 23, foreign investment rules were eased for several sectors, and sources say the government is expected to come up with more measures such as tax cuts for autos and real estate.

“The real revenue growth for auto and consumer goods sectors started declining nearly two years ago. The slowdown has merely gained prominence now,” said Arindam Som, an analyst at India Ratings, a Fitch group company, adding that he expects auto companies to further cut production.

A year ago, Vinod Chauhan had no vacancies at all in the 70 rooms he leased primarily to migrant workers in Manesar's Kasan village. Today, over a third of those rooms are vacant and Chauhan fears things could get worse before they get better.

His son won't be getting the new car that Chauhan planned to buy him this year, and the landlord has also shelved plans to build another 100 hostel apartments.

“If I am not able to rent out all the rooms I currently have, how will I manage with more?” said Chauhan.
（IT関連）ウィプロ、ICICIバンクから3億米ドルの受注

Wipro bags $300 mn contract from ICICI Bank

(From The Hindu website)
In one of the sizable domestic deals, digital transformation and IT services major Wipro Limited has bagged a strategic contract valued at $300 million from the ICICI Bank.

Under the contract, Wipro will offer a comprehensive suite of services to ICICI Bank for the next seven years, starting September 2019. Currently, Mumbai-based IT services firm Vara lnfotech provides these services to the ICICI Bank.

As part of this strategic engagement, Wipro will absorb about 3,800 employees of Vara lnfotech along with its existing contracts, facilities and assets, on a going concern basis, through a business transfer agreement for an all cash consideration of Rs.321 crore. Vara Infotech has posted annual revenues of Rs.221.5 crore druing last fiscal.

“This engagement (with ICICI Bank) will further strengthen our endeavor to provide differentiated technology and digital capabilities to the financial services industry,'' said Wipro in a statutory filing to the stock exchange on Wednesday.

Wipro already has a considerable presence in the global banking and financial services segment. The company offers solutions to banks by leveraging Wipro HOLMES, the company's Artificial Intelligence platform.

This transaction is expected to be completed during the quarter ending September 30, 2019 and is subject to customary closing conditions, said the company.

（IT関連）エイスース、19年後半のラップトップ販売量60%増が目標

Asus targets 60 per cent growth for laptops in second half of 2019

(From The Hindu Business Line website) 
Taiwan-based electronics company Asus is targeting a 60 per cent growth in the second half of 2019 (July to December) for its consumer laptop business. This is despite the overall market decline by 19 per cent in the first half of the year, according to data from market intelligence firm IDC.

Asus on Wednesday refreshed its affordable Vivobook line-up, adding three new models that start at Rs 30,990 and go up to Rs 59,990.

In the first half of 2019 (January to June), Asus has recorded a growth of 32 per cent compared to the first half of 2018. “We are the only brand to grow more than 30 per cent. All the brands, their business in the first half has decreased, but Asus grew at 32 per cent,” said Arnold Su, Consumer Notebook and ROG Business Head, Asus India.

Asus’ new Vivobook range has both, 14-inch and 15.6-inch models. The company said that larger laptop screen sizes still rule the roost in this market. “In the Indian market, most of the majority is still the 15-inch (laptops),” said Jonas Chen, Country Product Manager, Consumer Notebook, Asus India. Around 80 per cent is dominated by the 15-inch segment, but the 14-inch market is also growing, according to Asus.

Commenting on the general decline in India’s consumer PC business, which fell by 19 per cent, Su said that it is partly because of the economy. “Economy is one part. The other part I think is also that people may be bored. Every year, there are the same products coming in again and again. That is why we try to bring new excitement to the market. Next month, we are going to bring the latest dual-screen machines to India,” Su told BusinessLine.

The new Vivobook laptops from Asus come with full-HD display and a large screen-to-body ratio as the company believed that video consumption is one of the mainstays for its customers in India. They will be available online on Amazon and on offline channels.

（メディア）外国人記者のアッサム州取材、外務省の許可が必要

Foreign scribes can visit Assam with MEA permit

(From The Hindu Business Line website) 
The Ministry of External Affairs has clarified that foreign journalists, whether already based in India or not, can visit Assam after taking its permission.

The MEA will consult with the Ministry of Home Affairs before issuing a permit, according to an official release.

There is no protected area permit (PAP) or restricted area permit (RAP) in the State of Assam. “Thus, no PAP or RAP is needed by a foreign journalist,” it said.

The clarification follows reports that some foreign journalists in Assam were being asked to leave as they did not have the Centre’s permit.

An estimated 19 lakh people have been left out of the final National Register of Citizens in Assam and many of them face detention.

（環境）政府、10月2日から使い捨てプラスチック使用禁止の諸政策
Government to pull out all the stops to cut use of plastics

(From The Hindu website)

After Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s message on Independence Day, the Union government is working on a multi-ministerial plan to discourage the use of single use plastics across the country, likely to kick off on October 2, Gandhi Jayanti.

A presentation for the same has been prepared and circulated across the Ministries.

The nodal Ministry for the scheme would be the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, which has been asked not just to ensure and enforce the ban on single use plastics but also finalise the pending policy for Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), especially on milk packets.

The Department of Industrial Promotion is to ensure that all cement factories use plastic as fuel, while the National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) has been asked to ensure that not only is plastic waste collected and transported responsibly along National Highways but also all collected plastic waste is used for road construction.

According to studies quoted by officials, roads constructed using water plastic are durable against extreme weather conditions and are also cost-effective.

The Railways Ministry will organise massive shramdaans (voluntary work) on October 2 for collection of plastic waste at railway stations and along rail tracks and will run advertising radio spots on all trains.

Since 70% of the total plastic waste in India is from urban areas, all 4,378 urban local bodies have been tasked with massive shramdaan for plastic collection and to collect and segregate waste into recyclable and non-recyclable categories.

Gram panchayats have been asked to mobilise shramdaan on October 2 to ensure that all roads under the Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojana are built using plastic waste and segregate waste in rural areas.

END TO PLASTIC BAGS

Ministries of Tourism and Textiles have also been roped in for the campaign, including pushing for greater production of jute bags etc. to replace plastic bags. The Tourism Ministry has been asked to ensure awareness on SUPs at iconic tourist spots.

Prime Minister Modi had flagged the discouraging of SUP, population control and encouraging domestic tourism in his address. The ban on SUP is likely to be the first to be taken up among these causes with Mr. Modi aiming at 2022 as the year when SUP will be weeded out completely. A ban on import of certain plastic products is also on the anvil.

（社会）ムンバイで大雨、都市機能がマヒ

Heavy rainfall brings Mumbai to a standstill, once again

(From The Hindu website)

Mumbaikars woke up to heavy rainfall on Wednesday morning, which lead to waterlogging in several key spots and affected the city’s suburban railway system and traffic.

While the island city received light rain in the morning, the eastern and western suburbs received between 11 mm and 14 mm of rainfall from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has given a forecast of intermittent rain and shower, with very heavy rainfall at isolated places in city and suburbs. As a precautionary measure in the wake of the IMD’s warning, schools remained closed on Wednesday.

“The principals of the schools where students are already in are requested to take all precautions and ensure that the children are sent back home carefully and safely,” said an official from the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation.

Due to the heavy showers, there were multiple point failures at Virar, affecting suburban rail services on Western Railway (WR). Trains were running 15 minutes late between Vasai Road and Churchgate, with very few services being run between Virar and Vasai Road. On the Central Railway’s (CR), Central Line as well as Harbour Line, services were over 20 minutes late as water entered the tracks at various spots.

According to Mumbai police, traffic is moving slow due to heavy showers and waterlogging at various spots across the city. 

Traffic snarls were reported at Amrut Nagar Jn, Gandhi Nagar at Kanjurmarg, Sakinaka Junction, Sonapur Junction at Mulund, Netaji Palkar Chowk in Andheri Ganesh Mishthanna in Antop Hill, 90 Feet Road in Dharavi, Andheri Subway, Chincholi Port Rd. in Malad, Shivaji Chowk in Antop Hill, Western Express Highway near Metro Station, Milan Subway, King Circle, Poisar Subway, Hindmata Junction, Dadar T.T Circle, Postal Colony in Chembur, LBS Road in Kurla (W), Mazgaon dockyard Jn.

The rain had some minor impact on air traffic as well. An airport spokesperson said that at 10 a.m., operations at the Mumbai airport were normal with minor delays of 10 to 15 minutes.

The brunt of the rainfall was felt by the city’s railway commuters as one by one all major suburban lines shut down due to acute waterlogging on the tracks. Due to extreme waterlogging, Nalasopara was the first victim of the rains, with services suspended beyond Vasai by 10 a.m. 

By 3 p.m. all train services were suspended between Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) and Thane on the Central Line, from CSMT to Goregaon and Vashi on Central Railway (CR) and Churchgate and Andheri on the Western Railway (WR). 

The impact was felt by the thousands of commuters who waited for hours at platforms across the city. Services on WR started in earnest only after 6 p.m. and services on all lines resumed by 9.45 p.m. CR services were hit harder and remained suspended until 10 p.m. 

The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) had to open up schools close to stations to accommodate stranded passengers. 

While the city’s rail network crumbled, roads across the city became waterlogged with traffic snarls across key arterial roads such as Western Express Highway, Jogeshwari Vikhroli Link Road (JVLR), Eastern Express Highway, SV Road, LBS Road, Andheri Kurla Road, etc. Motorists spent as many as three to four hours in traveling home from their respect offices. The usual suspects like Andheri Subway, Hindmata Junction, Gandhi Market, flooded to an extent that traffic had to be diverted. 

Flights at Mumbai airport were also impacted due to the drop in visibility following the heavy downpour. "Operations were by and large normal. Five aircraft carried out go-arounds due to poor visibility. There were a few cancellations by Indigo," a Mumbai International Airport Ltd spokesperson said. However, Swedish airport and airline tracker Flightradar24 said that 114 flights or 26% of arriving aircraft were delayed, while 5 were cancelled. On the departures side, an average 70 minute delay was reported with 278 flights or 63% of departing aircraft being delayed. Nine departures were cancelled, the website said.
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